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ACTS. XII. 2. 


-»-T he Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separate" me*; 
Barnabas and Saul for the Work: 
whereunto 1 have called them.s-< /::. 


HE Lord Jeſus, in order to carry 
; on the deſigns of his grace in this: -/ 
> apoſtate world, gave ſeme, apoſtles 5 
' and ſome, prophets : and ſome, evans: 
gelifts : and ſome, paſtors & teaches 
ers. ® Tt may not be eaſy to aſcers ©. 
tain the preciſe. difference, between theſe ſeveral + 
officers in the church of Chriſt' ;” concerning which - 
great and good men are divided in opinion. The *. 


- - , = 


great difficulty, 1 apprehend, lies in making a 3 


® Epheſ. 4. 13; 


L 6 ] 


per diftinftion berween evangeliſts; paſtors and” 
teachers ; for apoſiles and prophets, are generally 
allowed to have been extraordinary officers, who 
were confined to the firſt age of the church. An 
apoftle was one who received his authority & qua- 
hfications immedia/ely from Chriſt, and had per 
to work miracles for the proof of his dofrines. 
Thus Paul affures us, that he neither whrwdy the 
goſpel of man, neither was be taught it, but by the 
revelation of Jeſus Chrift.* .. And after he had, 
received it, he waited not for an ordinary call 
from the ary to preach it, but being extraordi- 
narily qualified for, and called to the work of the 
miniſtry, he went not up to Jers/alem to them 


” T_T es” me ©. o oa  —_ _wewaor ww 


who: had been apsFles before him ; 'but ſet out for - 
k. Arabia, to preach the unſearchable riches'of Chrift. 


A prophet was principally diſtinguiſhed by his 
ſpecial knowledge of fature events ; which he fore- 
rold with infallible certainty. Such was Agabus, 
mentioned As 11. 17. 


THrzst are ſaid to be extraordinary or unuſual 
officers, becauſe they received their call and autho- 
rity direZly from God, and were confined to the 

olic age : Since which time they have ceaſed, 
None but ſuch as are led away by a ſpirit of error 


and deluſion, will pretend, in the preſent ys | to 


be either prophers or apoitles. 


An evangelif is thought to have been a com» 


Panion and aſſiſtant of the apoſtles ; whole buſineſs 
\_ yas. 


* Gal. 1. 12. 


DR. I RU _— 


WE 


was. to. preac the & | in all places to. which 

might be Jn; | Pay: he aps as an, itiner » 
(to uſe. a .modern. phraſe). viſiting the ic 
which had. been planted by the apoFtles, for thei 
eſtabliſhment 2 edification. <q. 


By paitors are generally underſtood thoſe 
have the charge of a particular. church, and 
more imme ately confined .to_it ; who are: 
authorized . tg preach the word, and to admi-. 
niſter all the ordinarces of the goſpel. That there - 
were ſuch officers in the apoſtolic age, who had: 
the ſpecial oh e of particular churches, is evider I. | 
from the following paſſages of ſcripture. IL. 
14. 2, 3. We read that Barnabas and Paul, drdaink F 
elders in every church that they viſited, after they-; 
had departed from Antioch. Let it be obſerved: 
that theſe elders were ordained in every church :;. 
conſequently every church was thus furniſhed with 
elders of their "awn ; who were to have a ſpe-* 
cial regard to that particular church in” which they 
were,ordained,.. And when Paul arrived at Mile- : 
tus, he ſent Epheſus, and called the elders of the - 
church. * Remark, they _ were particularly the. 
elders of: the church of Epheſus. Why of that: 
church, rather : an any hers, but. becauſe they ha 


taken the ſpecial charge of it'? This ſenſe is coy 1 
firmed by | hig; addreſs .to theſe elders, ver. 28, | 
Take heed oy to all THE FLOCK over - 


which theHoly Gho#f bath made you OV ERSEERS,” 


or. biſhops : The greek. word _ being the RoW 


vill | >uh: 6, 
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here” with" that, which in forme placer” is fo ren: 
dejes” It's apparent that thefe elders: had the 
charge of # particulat flock ; an that the Holy 
Ghoſt | bimfe}f had "appointed they overfeers of 
that lock. They were therefore under the moſt 
ſolemn obligations more eſpecially to attend to it. 
I will add to what has been ſaid, the words of St, 
Peter. p = be elders who are among you 1 exhort— 
Feed the flick of God which is among you, taking 
the aver fight thereof, not by conflraint, but willing- 
ly; not for filthy  lucre, but of a ready mind, ® 
Here alſo mention _is made of a particular flock, 
and the elders, or preſbyters are exhorted to take 
tbe overſight. of this flock in 2. ſpecial maaner, 
fel their attachmeat $0 a particular flock, 
or church of Chrilt prevent their making excurſions 
to theſe places where, their miaiſtrations - were 
wanted y feeing every church had a plurality of 
elders ; bence one, might be ablent at. certain 
times, and the church full ſupplied, . . 


Wirth paſtors the apoſtle joins teachers. It is a 
matter of oncerrainty, who! are de! 'by zrach- 
ers. Some imagine that they ' were, as they are 
called ** gifted brerhiren?”; who were employed by 
the church in /raching only ; not having authority 
fo adminiſter, baptiſm), or the Lord"s vera _ One 
upon. the place obſerves that he. rather thinks, 
&* chat” paſtors and. teachers intend one 2nd? the 
«fame office, char che word teachers is only ex- 
« rr rm figurative wort poſtory or (hep 
*Herds ; and the rather becauſe if the apoſtle had 

th ««-d&cfigned 


® 4 Pet. 5.1, 2. 


©2428; 


© deſigned di offices, he would have uſed the: 

«* ſame form \c wry Mens and have ex- 
« prefſed himſelt thus, and ſome pafors, and font” 
© teachers , Whereas he does not make ſuch 
5+ diſtribution here as there.” _ But whether or as in 
the preceding remarks convey true.ideas of alley 
reſpeQtive officers in the church of Cheri 
confident” of this one thing, that the wn 
fications: for theſe offices were given by Chriſt, the 
glorious head) of the church, for tbe perfecting of.” 
the ſaints, for the work of the miniftry, and for the: 
edifying his body. * As long therefore, as the ſane 
deſign may be anſwered in this ſinful world, by | & 
goſpel miniſtry, we may expe a ſucceſſion- « 
faithful men, who ſhall be able to teach others a g 
He with whom the office originated, will undoubts. : : 
edly continueit until the grand end of it's inftituti Bn. 
is fully accompliſhed : Whoſe care in this reſpedt j3” 
clearly manifeſted in the rext. As they miniftred t>- 
the Lord and faſted, the Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separal: 
me Barnabas and Saul to the work whereunto 1 hav? 

called them. Theſe two men had been 7 
the work of Gy miniſtry, long before the 
ſpoken of in |the texr wok place, as is vided 
in the precteditig chapter, conſequently this ſe” 
paration to led work, cannot intend, what 


commonly cal ordination. To | this 3; 
to invalidate, PauPs extraordinary call to the &-1 
poſtleſhip ; by which he was qualified for, and/-. 
authorized to rm all the parts of the miaiſtes-* - 
rial office ; ſenſible of this, he at onee ſet out on; 
the 44 of the truft repoſed in him, without”; 
, B wha 


® Ephel; ib LT, 1, 
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holding a conſultation with thoſe who had been 
apoſtles before him. ® This extraordinary call-cer- 
tainly ſuperſed 
ordination by the interpoſition of men unneceſſary : 
For who can imagine'that a man who had been 
ordained by the Lord Jeſus in' an extraordinary 
manner, and had officiated many years as an apoſtle 
by virtue of ſaid ordination, ſhould afterwards ſub- 
mit to be ordained by men ? 


And with reſpe&t to Barnabas, we read chap, 
It. 22—27. that the church at Jeruſalem ſent him 
to Antioch to preach the goſpel ; which they would 
not have done, had he not been fully authorized 

Wor it. 1 apprehend therefore that we are to un- 
Fderſtand - by the ſeparation of Barnabas and Saul 
\ to the work ſpoken of in the text, a de/fpna- 
tion of them to that pariicular ſervice, in which 
they engaged immediately after the ſolemnity was 
ended ; for having faſted and prayed, and laid their 
hands on them, they ſent them away. So they be- 
ing ſent forth by the Holy Ghoſt, departed unto Sa- 
leucia, &c. The ſervice they now weat upon, was 
by the direRtion of the Holy Ghoſt ; and which, 
one obſerves, was to preach the goſpel to the Gen- 
tiles in "any, or every place. F The ſolemnity of 
prayer and fafting, denotes the anxiety of their 
brethren that God, ſhould go with them, and. ac- 
company their labors with ſucceſs: Their |/aying 
hands on them, may be expreſſive of their warm 
deſires, that - every. neceſſary bleſſing ſhould at- 
tend them. ** This was a Ceremony uſec by the 
« ew. 


* Gil, 1, 15,20, + Pool's Synopſis in, loc. 


es that which is ordinary z or renders 
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* Jews, when they wiſhed any bleſſing or happi 
* neſs to attend any perſons”; *® thus.it may bs 
+ thought theſe uh ab and teachers ated on thi; 
occaſion. Nevertheleſs che words afford us ſeveral - 
leading ſentiments, the conſideration of which "Y 

be uſeful on the preſent ſolemnity.”” © 54 


I. Taz ork to which Barnabas and Saul! ny; 
ſeparated, 


. F IL Tre call to this work z; whereunto 1 bave ; 
ALLED ther. : 


III. I 8nALL take the liberty to treat of ling 

ten, or a ſeparation to the ſacred office, becauk;.. 

. pertinent to our preſent purpoſe, alchough not in.” 
tended in the text by ſeparating Barnabas and Sub, . 


I, Ws are to attend to the work ſpoken of hn. 
the text. Though theſe men were now to be en». 
gaged in a particular fervice, as hath been hinted; 
ſill it was in preaching the goſpel ; for” we read, 
ver. 5. that after their departure from Antioch, the# 
preached the word of God in the ſynagogues- 
of the Jews : And in the ſubſequent par? ef-. 
the chapter, - that they viſited wan + ities 
of the Gentiles, declaring that through Chriſt u 
preached unto them, the forgiveneſs of Jins z ans 
having fulfilled their work, meaning that particalay * 
ſervice on which they fet our from Antioch, thetf 
returned, and having aſſembled the brethren, 7+ 
hear ſed all that God had done with them, and hows 
He bad opened the door of faith unto the Gentiles. **- 
But 1 ſhall conſider the office of a miniſter Fi; | 


| B 2 C WA5ky - 
* Dr. Gut,  * +. Chap. 14. 26, 27, ++ 
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Chriſt, in it's largeſt ſenſe ; preaching the word 


being Hut a part of it. | 
1. GW who is engaged in the work of the mini- 


» ſhould be a man of prayer ; this folemn duty 
is inſeparably connefted with his office. Hence 
when the apoſtles called the multitude of the diſci- 
unto them, in order to chooſe ſeven men, who 
ſhovld officiate as deacons, they aſliga the following 
as one reaſon of ſuch an appointment, Ye will give 
ourſelyes continually to prayer. * Luther was wont 
to ſay, that, ** three things are of importance © a 
« miniſter, meditation, temptation and proyer.” 
With theſe he cannot be unacquainted, It private 
ians ſhould pray without ceaſing, much more 


on a continual intercourſe with a God in Chriſt. 
His own body of ſin, the greatneſs of his work, 


ency for it, will often lead him to a throne of grace. 
I mean, if he be one whom God hath called to ir. 
The repeated, and numerous occaſions which he 
will find of drawing near to God in this duty, will 
lead him from bis cloſet to the congregation, and 


from the congregation,to bus cloſet again, In con», 


nection with which duty, 


2+ 1s a diligent ſtudying the living oracles. 
Hence Paul exhorts Timothy io fudy to ſhew bim- 
ſelf approved unto God, a workman that needeth not 


to. be aſhamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. + 


And in another place, to give bim/elf wholly to theſe 
| things, 


* Att 6. Lys + 2\'Tim. 2, IS. 


ſhould he who is eagaged in the ſacred office, carry 


the many trials that. attend it, and his felt infuffici-, 


TEES 4. ee CY" Et. nes 


things, that his profiting might appear to all,* 7 
things to which St. Paul endeavors to fix Timothy't,"- 
attention, are reading, exbortation, and"doring ; *: - 
different branches of his ſacred office, Be 18: 
of great advantage to the miniſter of Chrilt ; Theres 
_— he obtains an increaſe of knowledge, and a 
growing ficneſs for kis work, Neither do [ Meng. 
to confine him in this exercile, wholly to the word: {t 
of God z rhough #bat will be only allowed- to be: - ob 
the only rule of faith and praftice. ,, For there are" 
many human writers both ancient and modern, that; | 
may be read with advantage. If St. Paul had read; F: 
nothing but the ſcriptures of truth, he . could not” : 
have brought a citation from the greet poets, ta. * 
corroborate a doftrine he delivered to the Athens» - 4 
8.35 z, as certain alſo of your own poets have ſaid. I: | 
Beſides, there are many alluſions, or references in /- -: 
the parables, and other parts of ſcripture, to cuſtoms = 

that prevailed among the Jews, Greeks A ? 
without a knowledge of which, thoſe _ of 
word of God cannot be ſo amply explained ; a 
which can only be acquired by reading pos Lua), " 
thors, as they are called. After all, the HOLY ' ; 
BIBLE muſt be received as the ſource of divine Uo 
knowledge, and the only criterion of ſacred truth $ 
out of which every miniſter of Chriſt ſhould bring * j 
forth things new and old. Thus furniſhed from ne , 
oracles of heaven, 


3. Hz will go to the people in the foloeſs of ; 
the bleſſing of the goſpel of Chrift. © In the 
charge of this part of his office he ovght not 
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ſhun to declare the whole counſel of God. Ir is 
enough for him that any truth is revealed in the ho- 
ly ſcriptures, and was preached by the apoſtles. 
Satisfied of this he is not to heſitate whether he 
ought to preach it, leſt ſome perſons ſhou'd make 
a bad uſe of it. Thus ſome talk who profeſs to 
believe the doftrine of ele4ion, and of the ſovereign- 
ty of God in the diſtribution of his grace. But why 
were they revealed, and why preached by St. Pau! 
and his brethren, if they were of ſuch dangerous 
tendency ? Art leaſt we ſhall be obliged to confeſs, 
that the firft preachers were as wiſe and prudent as 
any of their ſucceſſors ; and preached the truth as it 
is in Jelus. Conſequently the nearer we come to 
the plan of preaching which they adopred, the near- 
er we come to the truth : and if truth is delivered, 
we have nothing to fear reſpeCting it's tendency. 
The word of God ſhall not return unto him void, 
but proſper in the thing whereto he ſent it. A 
curſory view of the apoſtolic preaching will con- 
vince us, what they thought the leading points in 
chriſtianity, viz; The fall of man, with it's nature and 
conſequences ; and the glorious recovery by Chriſt, 
Theſe they inſifted on with frequency, plainneſs and 
zeal: In doing which they were called to treat 
of faith, repentance, and the various chriſtian practi- 
ces, For though Chriſt hath finiſhed redemption, 
it will be of no ſaving benefit to any, but thoſe who 
believe in him : And no man has the faith of God's 
ele, who is not led thereby to obedience. Faith 
without works is dead, The righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
is the only matter of acceptance with God z but no 
ſinner can apprehend it, and derive comfort from 
it but by faith z and if his faith be genuine, it wil 
MAKE 
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make him careful to. maintain good works. The | t 
truth believed is the ſpring of evangelical obedience. : >1Þ 


* 


4. Wrrn he hath thus preached the truth, and - i 
ſinners profeſs to believe ir, he is, upon their ai, 65 
cation to him, and fatisfation obtained relative to.  - 
their faith and conduR, to adminiſter the ſpecial >- 
ordinances of the new teſtament to them, us og, 
and the Lord's ſupper. This is the order of the 
commiſſion as Chriſt gave it to his diſciples, ; 
PREACH THE GOSPEL. to every creature ; be 
that BELIEVETH and is BAPTIZED ſhall be WT 
ſaved, &c. With which agree the following words. 5 
Then they who GLADLY RECEIVED THE: p; 
WORD, were BAPTIZED.* And when they *: 

k BELIEVED Philip, preaching the things concetn- * 
ing the kingdom of God, and the name of oa: py , 
Chrift, they were BAPTIZED, both MEN and 
WOMEN, T We ought carefully to attend to the > 
account of theſe ordinances, as we have it in the -” 
new teſtament, becauſe they are new tefament in- 
flitutions, and to adminiſter them according to the. 
pattern therein left vs. The difference that ſubſiſts 
among chriſtians in this matter, as it calls for the 
exerciſe of mutual forbearance, ſo it ſhould lead us 
with the noble Bereans to ſearch the ſcriptures 
daily, that our faith and praftice may be ſuch as. 

, God requireth. 


5. Try who have thus believed in Jeſus, and 
have been added to the church, are called the flock - 
of Chriſt ; over whom miniſters are overſeers, as | 
ſuch they — watch for their ſouls as thoſe = 1 1 
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muſt give an account. This part of their duty will 
lead them not only to teach publicly, bur from bonſe 
to houſe. Private viſits among che flock are attend- 
ed with many great advantages. A miniſter has it 
more immediately. in his power, cn ſuch occaſions, 
of removing that fear the people are apt to enter- 
tain of him ; and that reſerve, which prevents their 
converſing freely with him, and of rendring him- 
ſelf tamiliar and eaſy of acceſs. By this means he 
will not only have a door open for greeter uſeful- 
neſs, but a&t more compatible with his charaCter as 
a diſciple of the meek and lowly Jeſus, and a preach» 
er of his religion, than ſhould he endeavor to keep 
the people of his charge at an awful diſtance, under 
a notion of ſupporting his dignity.. In the former 
caſe the people will eſteem him highly in love fot 
& his works fake ; io the latter, they will fear. him, 
but not love him. 


In viſiting the flock, miniſters ſhould be careful 
fiot to ſpend that time among them, which oughr 
to be devoted to reading, meditation and prayer. 
Withour a folemn attention” to theſe things, a 
her will make but a ſmall proficiency in divine 
tle th and will be confined in his preaching 
to a ſmall circle ; of whom it may be ſaid, © If you 
tear tim once, you hear him always.” Whereas 
he ought to labor to be as a ſcribe ready inftruted in 
the kingdom of God, bringing forth out of his trea- 
ture, things xezv as well as 0/4, To ſuch negligence 
as is hinted at above, ſome men of the ſacred cha- 
adter, are ſtrongly pies both. by ao averſion 

to II and cloſe thinking, and the per- 
" ſualions of ſome of their friends, who, from a jpad- 
| | _ neſs 
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them that much ſtudy is unneceſſary z or that _- | k 4 
+ can preach well enough without it.,. But St.. Pa of 3 
had other views of the work of the miniſtry, ay fi 2 
he cried out, Woo is ſufficient for theſe things 8: 
And exhorted Timothy to give himſelt WHOLLY 5 | 
; to reading and meditation that his profiting mighe;.: . 
appear to all. We may from hence learn _ 
certainly, that one duty ſhould not ſuperſede ano- 
ther : That viſiting the flock though a duty hook : 
I not interfere with reading, meditation and prayer. Na 21 


6. I $HALL only add under this head, that "that © 
elders of the church are to reprove, rebuke, exbort: > 0 
with all long\ſuffering and dottrine zto preſide 1 q. 
the affairs of the church, and continually to 8% ; 
before the flock, as thoſe whom Chriſt hath count-* 
ed faithful, having put them into the miniftry.'* : 
They are not to lord it over God's heritage, but; % | 
f to be examples to the flock in word, in converſation,”.. 0 
in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. * In the! 
diſcharge of every duty, they ſhould behave with hs 
meekneſs of | wiſdom, conſidering themſelves alſo 
in the body. 
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II. Taz cali to this facred work comes ooh £ 

under conſideration, The Holy Ghoſt ſaid, Separ; < ; 

K rate me Barnabas and Saul to the work whereunta, _ 
1 HAVE CALLED them, From which | words;'*| + 
I remark, that it is eſſential to the charafter of a | 


5 ; 


5 


15, 4 
>| 


I, Hens 
* 1 Tim, 4. 12. 


a Os 
" L»5\5 wt 
TY nor 


”— 
>. Yo I 3-4 


w 
PX 
- 


—, R > LS IYABs =» C 
es Eb CORDS” 
14A RT *" 


(18 }] 


....1. Hraz I beg leave to pretniſe, that every 
man who engages in this office, ought to 'be pre- 
viouſly called our of darkneſs into marvellous light. 
; In other words he ought to be a good man ; one 
who has experienced the influences of the Spitit of 
God, in opening his blind eyes, and turning him 
from darkneſs to light ; and from the power of 
fatan unto God. He ought not only to be a man 
of gifts, but grace. Though every real” chriftian 
ought not to be a preacher ; every preacher ought 
to bea real believer. Infatt, if he has never known 
the plague of -his heart, his loſt and periſhing con- 
gition both by nature and praftice ; and derived 
eh his guilty ſoul from the finiſhed redemp- 
ion of the Lord Jeſus ; he is deſtitute of the firlt 
thing requiſite to the miniſterial office, I do not 
ſay, that faith in Chriſt, or an experience of the 
goſpel on the mind, qualifies a man to preach it : 
Verily many. things beſides this, are neceſſary. 
But 1 am. obliged to believe both from ſcripture 
= the nature of the thing, that no man, let him 
have what other gifts he will, ought to engage in 
the miniſtry, while unregenerate. The office is 
the ſame it ever was, fo are the ends to be anſwer- 
ed by it z the qualifications for if therefore, ' we 
may naturally conclude, ought to be the ſame like- 
wile. Ic is obſervable, that Chriſt the glorious 
Head of the church, firf converted the men whom 
He afterward ec in the miniſtry. . He did 
not only enduechem with gifts, bat effeF nally called 
them by his divine power, Fudas excepted ; whoſe 
caſe we ſhill hardly be willing to bring as a reaſon 
why men ſhould be employed in the miniſtry, who 


have no exprrience of the power of the ib” 
+ their 
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their ſouls. | This inſtance is truly alarming to he in 
who preach. the goſpel, and ſhould lead them + 
inquire whether they are not in his conditio is 
having eminent gifts, and traitors to Jefus at th, 
ſame time. As for St. Paul, he declares that x 
called him by bis grace, and revealed his Son in Þ Js 
io order that he might preach Flim among 
Gentiles, ® And when he gave charge to Tims 6. 
reſpeCting thoſe who ſhould ſucceed him in t* 
miniſtry, he particularly confines him, fo far Us 
Timothy could judge, to men of real goflin Tr 
FAITHFUL men, , who ſhould be able to tes 4 
others alſo. F It is alſo evident, from the vey! 
nature of the ſacred office, that he who engaght” 
in it, ought to be a man of real piety. How hy: 
he teach others the things that belong to ther 
peace, who has never been taught himſelf ? Hoy! 
ſhall be love a work, which in all it's parts is ſacre;þ;/ 
whole heart remains a enmity with God ? To ſuth: 
an one it will be a taſk, in an attendance to which 
he will drag on heavily z and rejoice when he cir 
obtain a reſpite from it. How, think ye, ſhall 
man preach the doftrine of reconciliation, who hakls: - - 
never been reconciled to God through Chriſt bin! = 
ſelf ? How ſhall he converſe with men condemne#} 
by the law, and crying out, What fball we do i 
be ſaved, ſeeing he knows not what this meanethj> V 
Or how will he behave towards them, who, "+14 A 
lieving, rejoice with joy unſpeakable, and full. 193 
glory ? The dejeTion of the former, he may p Ht 
haps attribute to diſeaſe of body, and therek Wo 
adviſe the perſon to call ia the help of a phyſici ns; 

. 'C 2 | 
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the joy of the latter to an over-heated imagination, 
or to a religious frenzy. And no wonder ſhould 
this be the caſe; for a natural man receiveth not 
the things of the Spirit of Ged, they are fooliſhneſs 
unto bim ; neither can he know them, becauſe they 
are ſpiritually diſcerned. * Farther, it may be 
aſked, How he can ſupremely ſeck the glory of 
God, or long for the converſion of finners, whoſe 
own glory or intereſt lies neareſt to his heart z and 
who has never been really convinced of the value 
of his own ſoul, and the infinite importance of ſal- 
vation from the curſe of the law ? Surely it is pre- 

oſterous even to imagine, that any man 1n a ſtate 
of unbelief, or unregeneracy, ſhould be calculated 
to teach others the way to eternal life, ſeeing he 
has no true acquaintance with it himſelf, And 
what an awful ching will it be to preach an «n- 
known Chriſt, and after having preached to others, 
to be a Caſtaway ! But admitting that the perſon 
knows the truth as it is in Jeſus, it is neceſſary in 
order to his entring on the work of the goſpel mi- 
niſtry, that 


9, Het be called to it by the Holy Ghoſt.—The 
work whereunto I HAVE CALLED them. 'The 
fame ſentiment is implied in the following queſtion, 
How ſhall they preach except they be ſent ? + If 
men run before they are ſent, they have no reaſon 
to expe that God will either aſſiſt, or ſucceed 
them ; for as no man took on him the honors of 
prieſthood under the law, but he that' was called 


of God, as was Aaron, ſo no man ought to engage 
in 


#' 2 Cor. 2. 14. + Romy. 10. 15. 
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in the miniſtty of the goſpel, who has not a divind > 
call to it. This call may be diſtinguiſhed inthiz 
extraordinary and ordinary, internal and externat;*: 
I have ſpoken ſomething of an extraordinary cak}® 
to the miniſtry, in a preceding part of this dif? 
conſe, and (ſhall now paſs to conſider an ordinars; 
call ; which 1s thus denominated becauſe the co 5: IK 
mon or «uſual method which the Lord now takes, it 
ſending mea forth to preach the goſpel : Andair :þ 
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(1.) InTzRNAL 3; which preſuppoſes that & 
perſon is a real believer, and that he- hath hol 
gifts or qualifications for the work, which are re; 
quilite 3 a pareSenr enumeration of which Se, Pa 
hath given us. ® Ir is abſurd to imagine that Goe *< 
would call any man to preach the Goſpel, who 
he hath not qualified for it in a good degree z an&+ - 
thoſe whom he hath thus qualified, be power fulks\, 
diſpoſes to that ſacred employment, by inſpiri $i 
them with a prevailing deſire to devote themſelves 
tO it at all events z not from motives of eaſe, honor* 
or profit ;, for miniſters are laborers, and often ſ&& 
at naught, a and have no right to expeRt more thahy7 


precious ſovls, He who thus views the facet 2" 
office, and from the above motive longs to engagit? 
in it, appears to be zniernally called, The oY 
that the godly reformers had of this inward call tot F, 
work of the miniſtry, is evident in the ſolemn queſt 
on ſtill retained in the ordination ſervice of the 
church of England, and put to every candidatÞ- 
previous to the impoſition of hands, ** Do you trul i ; 
5 that you are inwerdly moved by the Holy Ghe "if 

oc 0 


® 1, Tim, 3, 2———8, 
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© to take upon you this office and miniſtration, . to 
« ſerve God for the promoting of his glory, and 
«the edifying his people ?' To which the candi- 


date replies, ** I cruſt ſo.” 


_ Taz office is from heaven, and Chriſt Jeſus. will 
ſee that it is maintained until all his ele& are called ; 
and having a free and conſtant accels to the human 
mind, we cannot, or we ought not to heſitate whe- 
ther he does thus move men to engage in the work 
of the miniſtry ; yea, he moves, or inclines ſome 
ſo ſtrongly to it, that they, with Paul, become con- 
vinced, that wo is unto them if they preach not 
the goſpel. But to prevent a miſtake in this affair, 
it 1s expedient that the perſon ſhould obſerve, how 
far divine providence concurs with his governing 
inclination. If God defigns a man for the work of 
the miniſtry, he will open a door to his regular en- 
trance upon it z- for whatever end he hath in view, 
he will averrule every circumſtance to bring it to 
þ Fours he whom he hath erratly 


(2.) ExTERrNALLY called alſo The external 
. call lies with the church to which the perſon be- 
longs z who being ſatisfied of his grace and gifts, 
invite him to the exercile of them in a public man- 
ner, and appoint him a preacher of the goſpel, 
The choice and approbation of the church, and or- 
dination by virtue of her power, conſtitutes the or- 
dinary call to the miniſtry ; which is the method, 
which men are now ſent into it ; and which 
ht to be obſerved with great punCtuality, in-or- 
prevent ſuch from engaging in it who are 
deſtitute 
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deſtitute of the requiſite qualifications for it; f | 
proceed now, JI 


[[I. To advert a little to the nature of ordinati . 
And here two queſtions demand our ſerious altys | 
tion, With whom is the power of chufing to ifi\ 
office ? And, How, or by whom is the perſon choſe 
to be inveſted with it ? As to the firſt of theſe, it 
generally allowed thac every church of Chriſt, hag 
full power of chu/ing it's own officers ; and that 
ſhould be fo, is agreable both to reaſon and " 
ture. We have a plain account that the church 
Feruſalem were direfted to look out from amottz 
themſelves, fit perſons, who ſhould officiate as dere 4 
cons ;*or manage the temporal affairs of that che 6 | 
The power of chu/ing, we ſee in this inſtance, ws 
in the church. And it is reaſonable that ev 
church ſhould have the ſarne power, with 
ro higher officers, Who can know the perſon's gitts 
and manner of life, ſo well as that ſociety to wt i 
he belongs? Who ſo proper to chuſe as tis 
very perſons who are to fit under his inftruRion rd b: 
Shall a man have an undoubted right to chuſe: 2 I 
own phyſician, his own /awyer, and ſhall he n | 
have liberty tro chuſe his own miniſter ? Shall |ag 
have full power to aCt in /empora! things, and \i58 
denied the privilege of chuſing in things Jpirituar . 
By no means, How much alarmed ſhould wet % 
if any man, or body of men ſhould undertake! þ 
determine chat we ſhould fit under ſuch a miniſtr 
and having it in their power, oblige us to pay 
fine for non-attendance ? There is not a man 


vs, who would not efteem it an impoſition, 
hore 
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horrid violation of our religious rights. And -if 
every man has a right to chuſe in this caſe ; ſurely 
a church of Chriſt or number of believers engaged 
in-covenant, to walk together according to the faith 
and -order of the Goſpel, have ſuch power.” A 
very familiar ſu poſition caunat fail of making this 
matter clear as a (morning without : clouds, viz. 
Should our brethren the Epiſcopalians, aſſume to 
themſelves a power of chu/ing miailters for us Di/- 
ſenters ;,, we ſhould univerſally deem it an at of 
injuſtice and oppreſſion, ' Or ſhould the Diſſenters 
having ſufficieat power, attempt to. chulſe tor the 
Epiſcopalians, they would immediately luok upon 
It an infringement of their. right of private jude- 
ment. It cannot but be alluwed moſt reaſonable, 
that every church of Chriſt ſhould' chuſe their own 
officers: This power is committed. to them by 
their adorable Head. - ** The choice of ſuch church 
** officers belongerh. not to the civil magiſtrate, as 
* ſuch, -or Dioceſan Biſbops or Patrons ; for of 
* theſe, or aiy ſuch like, the ſcripture is wholly 
pe filear, as having any power therein,” * 


Taz fecond queſtion to be conſidered is, How or 
by whom is the perſon choſen by the church to be 
inveted with the office of a miniſter of Chriſt ? 
The effence of ordination conliſts, I apprehend, 
in the choice of the church, and the accep- 
tance of the perſon Yhoſen 3 but it was the pre- 
vailing pradtice in the apoſtolic za, for the apoſtles, 
or elders, to be preſent at, and to aſſiſt in the intro- 
duction of the candidate into the office of the mi- 
niſtry. Neither can I find a fingle example of 


ordination 
* Cambrilge-Platform, p. 21. 
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ordination in| the New Teſtament, without an dr 
dained elder being preſent. In Att 6. the 
apoſties thus addreſſed the church, Look YE ot 
among you. ſeven men, 3c. whom we 1 
over this buſineſs. T his they did, and /ef them þ | 
fore the apoſtles. The choice was with the churct I 
but the /etting them apart with the apoſtles. In A& * 
14. we read that Barnabas and Saul ORDAINED 
elders in every city. And St. Paul tells Titus [5] 
his letter ro him, For this cauſe left 1 thee in Cre ” 
that thou ſhouldſt ORD AIN elders in every city.# 
If we determine to make the New Teſtament os 4 
rule in this matter, and to a&t agreable to it, we mu} 
then allow that the Power of chuſing to office is | pl 
the church z and that it is the province of paſtc w 4 
or elders, to ſet apart ſuch as the church hath q ' 
choſen ; + at the ſame time they cannot a&t but | 4d 

\ conſequence of the invitation or requeſt 'of t 
church, over which the candidate is to be ordai : 
In an extraordinary caſe, indeed, that is, when] ; 4 
church cannot obtain the aſſiſtance of an elder, 
imagine that the perſon may proceed to officiate /7 
the ſacred office, by virtue of the choice of Us 
church, and his own acceptance of it, But th | 
this ought not to be, only in-caſes of real neceſſit F 
for the weighty reaſon given above. 1. 


I ypass to' ſome Refletions on the SubjeRt. | 
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.. Faox henceac learn the ſolemnity and Ire - 
- of the miniſterial office ; They | who are & * 
-gaged in it ſtand in need of great grace, gifts, 
knowledge, Was it Oangeay underſtogd, | 


® Chap. 1, 5. + See alſo 1 Tim. 4. 14+ 
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thoſe who bave centred Lp6n- it, they would more 
feelingly adopt the language of St. Poul, Who 1s 
ent for. theſe things ? And thoſe who have it 
in:view, would, na doubt, proceed with the greateſt 
caution, leſt they ſhould run beſare they are rot. 
But'I mean. not to diſcourage you, my Brother, 
who deſign this day to devote yourſelf to that ſo- 
lemn ſervice; Its great, and you. are ſenſible of 
your infufficiericy for it : But you have the greateſt 
er.couragemerit to go forward: The Lord - hath 
made your. way: plain before you z and bath declar- 
ed that he will be with his falthful ſervants alway, 
even to'the end of therworld, Go in peace, acd the 
Lord: we) with you. 


ke I MIT many obſervations which would be 
natural here, and only add, That there is a mani- 
teſt propriety in reminding the people of their duty 
to. their miniſter on. this occaſion, The conneQtion 
between theav is facred, and the oblbgations mutuad. 
:1f -hewhom you have choſen to ſerve you in the 
goſpel | is to lay himſelf out in . your ſervice, and to 
give biaſelf rwwhelly:to it, you 0vght to endeavor to 
Aſſiſt-him as much as heth.in, your power. Parti- 
culasly- pray for bim.,, When you are admitted to 
a throne of grace bear. him .0n your minds. Do 
not expect too much from him ; but conſider. bim 
as a'man of lke paſſions with yourſelves, "This 
will incline you to guard againſt unreaſonable pre- 
: and to make every proper allowance for 
"the frailties of human nature, Stand by him art 
all times of trial, and be ready to bear a part of his 
burdens ';z and to adviſe in all difficult matters 
which may come before the church. In fine, 

Wit 


| lefted in many of the churches of our denominas 


L 27 ] 


Remember that they who are taught 'in the ww _ 1 
ſhould communicate unto bim that teacheth in 
goed things. 'T how-ſhait not muzzle the: mouth; 
the ox that | treadeth out the corn. * - Do 'ye \a 
know, ſays the ſame apoſile in anocher place, th 
they who minifter about hdly things live of the 
things of- the. temple ;- and they- who wait at # 
altar are partakers of the altar. Even ſo hath 
the Lord ORDAINED, that they who preach ttt 
goſpel ſhould live of the goſpel, F How plain 
the duty of a people to their miniſter, held fort » 
in theſe words. Itiis an ordinence of God, 
they and their families ſhould 'have a comfor 
maintenance, Many people look upon what the x 
give to ſupport the goſpe|-mioiſtry as a gratuity 4 
but it is what they "have a 7ight "to expect from: 
the appointment of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt : And'Z 
cannot imagine what thoſe chriſtians do with their - 
conſciences, Who have ability and yet neglect thik 

duty, ſeeing it is written as with @a ſun-beam in the 
oracles of God. A miniſter is to be continually: g 
the call of the people, he muft preach in ſeaſory 
and out of ſeaſon ; how then ſhall he and his fas 
mily be ſupported, unleſs they ' whom he ſerhi - 
provide for them ? I do not urge this matter. a 
preſent, from any ſuſpicion that you, my Brethr hs | 
of theſe churches, need to be convinced of your 
duty in this reſpe&t, or that you will be beck wil er 
to diſcharge If, no ; but becauſe it is ſhamefully neg 4 


} 


tion ; an error which I would gladly corre& be - 


for the fake of | miniſters and people. And if a 
D 2 
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are preſent, to whom'what has been inſiſted on is 
more immediately applicable, they ought at leaſt 
ſeriouſly to conſider the matter. It becomes us 
to be conſcientious reſpefting every duty. 
NOW 10 the King eternal, immortal, inviſible, 
the only wiſe God, be bonor and glory for ever | 
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The CHARGE, by the” Reve 
HEZEKIAH. SMITH, A. M. 


_ 


-+ = Fo 
* - 

$I 

Sad 


1 


| " 

HE tranſadt ons of this day are vaſtly | imp ;- .; 

cant, as they reſpect an office that is ſo in 1E# 

own nature z anoffice truly laudable, hor 

able, uſeful and of divine authority, the — 
ces of which will follow you, my Brother, throuz vY 
eternity, 08 
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Taz part which devolves upon me, at the cls 
of this exerciſe, is moſt ſolemn and weighty, 


Per MiT me therefore in the name of the g at. x r | 
Shepherd of Iſracl, and by the authority of &t 5 
ſupreme Head of the Church, to addreſs you Ws 
the following manner. 18 - 


* I CHARGE thee therefore before God, and q - . 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall judze the quick 4 
the dead at his appearing and his kiogdom : Preag hb. 
the word, be inſtant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon ; ms 
prove, rebuke, exhort with all long- ſuffering AQ .. 
doftrine. Study to ſhew thyſelf approved unfe= 
God, a workman that ncedeth not to be aſhameg5# 
rightly dividing the word of truth.” Make LY 
facred ſcriptures of the Old and New-Teſtamens; 
the man of your counſel, They are pregnant wit =] 
ewruths calculated to anſwer all the important endgz 
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of the goſpel-miniſtry. In theſe are found the 
moſt ſalutary cordials for babes in Chriſt 3 as well 
as nouriſhment for thoſe who are ſtrong in faith. 
They give direftions how to build up, as well as 
to lay the foundation of a goſpel-church. They 
fully aſſert the necefſity of regeneration, draw the 
charaters of the children of God, and alſo do 6 
furniſh the moſt powerful weapons, through the 
divine influence, to. break down the Bars of preju- 
dice, in the minds of the ungodly againſt the truth. 
By theſe we are inftrufted how to live in this, as 
well as what is abſolutely neceſſary, ro happineſs m 
a future world. | Let your preaching and prattice 
be. according to theſe facred oracles, in order. to 
which, you ſhould not only underſtand, but enter 
into the very life and ſpirit of them; 


Be frequent in your addreſſes to the throne of 


4 grace”; for God hears, and delights to anſwer the 


prayers of his childrety z #0 him you tay go with 
the utmoſt freedom, when under any difficulty, re- 
lative to the- affairs of his kingdom: in the world. 
Be importunate with God for direQtion in the choice 
of your ſubjefts ; and when your miad is determin- 
ed, be equally folicitous by prayer that you. might 
rightly underſtand them, * that your profiting 


yp my appear bs all”? 
 LzT- divine: truth deeply and conſtantly impreſs 


your-mind— Often meditate upon it— Bring near to 
view eternal realities, which have a-tendency to ſop- 
preſs-pride, covetouſneſs..and ſenſuality, thoſe ene- 
mies'to the growth of a miniſter, and propagation 
of vital religion, © Take heed of popular —_— 
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© ſes, leſt they betray. you, and-prove an impedi# 
© ment to- your advances as a chriſtian ;. and. ſud 
« ceſs as a miniſter.”” Enter into a conſtant : 
perpetual war with every flattering luſt ; and p 
yourſelf a good ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt. Conte 
© earneſtly for the faith once delivered tothe ſanta} 
And let no conſideration whatever influence yt 
to depart from the truth. 
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Ws charge you to take heed both to your 1G; 
and to your doctrine that it be according to Ge Fig 
neſs, . For the proſperity of - this part of | 
ſhould your life be.coatinued, depends much-upg «þ 
them. In your preaching frequently ſift, up : 
the natures, perſon, offices, and charaRter of Chrill 
together with the neceſſity of regeneration 
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Is adminiſtring-. the ordinances of the goſpel , 
ſtritly adhere to the inſtitutions of the New ; 
Teſtament. 11S 


AnD now from a lively apprehenſion of a wu 
ture appearance beſore the auguſt tribunal of ti 
ſupreme Head of the Church, we charge you | 7 
be Faithful and ſincere in the conſtanc diſcharge :Q 
the ſeveral duties relative to the miniſteria] offige 
as they ſhall be made known unto you. This : 
do in the preſence of the omniſcient God, and att * 
Jeſus Chriſt the great Shepherd and Biſhop jg of 
ſouls, and of the ele angels. We being witnefles 
do alſo call this numerous aſſembly to witneſs, th - :; 
you have this day devoted yourſelf wholly to _ 
work of the miniſtry, ſo that for the tuture, you : 
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time, talents, health, ſtrength and life, are ro be 

allemployed in this great and good work. 


* FinALLY, my Brother, we would deeply im- 
preſs your mind with theſe intereſting things, by 
deducing arguments from the glorious perfeQtions 
of the Deity ; from the tranſations of the triune 

in eternity, from the incarnation, life, 
obedience, ſufferings, death, reſurreftion and al- 
cenfion of our Lord z; from the worth of 
precious and immortal fouls ; from the rewards of 
grace, and puniſhment of tranſgreſſors ; from the 
reſurrefion- of the dead,. and eternal judgment. 
And now, Brother, we commend you to God and 
the word of his grace, which is able to build you 
up, and to give you an inheritance among, all them 
that are ſanRifi-d. AMEN, 
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LOWSHIP by. the Rever re 
James MannincG, A. M.. 
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HE art, dear Sir, aſſigned a» me 

Exunil i in the came a hl 

Churches to give you the Right 
Fellowſhip. And m a ftrif EXAmir 
your experiences, ſentiments concerni c 
tines of rallies aaner of i. and Ht zoth 
ternal and external to the ſacred, office of the 
Padable fn this important ondercaling. Wok 
lau in mportant u Neth 

"*fore moſt a give you this token of b 

hood z we honor you in the preſence of all 
people, and hail you a SIE 
walls of Zion ; a fellow-laborer in the vi 
our Lord : And we promiſe you all the i ſiſta 
and advice in our power, and aſk the ame of Þ 
And now may the God of Bleſſing bleſs you, i 
crown your labors with abundant ſucceſs ! A 
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